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control of Indian affairs by the British Parliament. " Where
do we find/' they ask, " the fulfilment of the assurance given
by the Premier in his statement at the Round Table Con-
ference in which he definitely promised Dominion Status for
India ? They refer to the following words of Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald :
" Finally, I hope and I trust and I pray that by our
labours together, India will come to possess the only thing
which she now lacks to give her the status of a Dominion
among the British Commonwealth of Nations—what she
now lacks for that—the responsibilities and the cares,
the burdens and the difficulties, but the pride and the honour
of responsible government/'
The opinion of the non-official British communities in
India was divided ; but the majority of them felt that the
Government could not possibly avoid taking the risks of a
further constitutional advance, and trusted that the White
Paper scheme would be carefully strengthened by adequate
safeguards. They were particularly apprehensive of com-
mercial discrimination which the future Indian Legislatures
might enact in such forms as would prejudice the interests
of British trade.
Outside the hubub of the active political arena, there
were Indians to whom the White Paper proposals did not
appear to be either democratic or Federal. While they
discovered in them some elements of representative govern-
ment, they believed that only a small quantum of respon-
sibility had been granted to the Indian Legislatures. In
the formidable schedule of safeguards and reservations,
they, too, did not find the spirit of working the Constitution
as " partners in a common enterprise " ; and they felt that
the British Government had taken full advantage of the
weaknesses of the Indian situation as revealed by the fear
of the minorities and the antagonism between them. They
believed that any over-emphasis of safeguards would not
only increase hostility towards the new Constitution, but
would draw even those who at present owed no definite

